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Community colleges frequently serve as an entry gateway to postsecondary education to the most economically disadvantaged students. Access to financial aid is considered to be essential to the student academic success and educational goal attainment in a two-year institution. Absent an adequate financial aid award, many low- and middle-income college students will face certain barriers to college education, having to work significant number of hours to cover the costs of their education and living expenses as well as to fully meet their family obligations. Longer work hours for these students will translate into lower persistence, subpar academic performance and reduced eligibility for financial aid in the following year. 
The Federal Pell Grant program is one of the critical mechanisms enabling students to substantially reduce their work burden, persevere in college, obtain a two year degree or transfer to a four-year institution. Many students, however, do not apply for federal aid, unaware of various federal and state grants available to them, thinking that they are not eligible for financial aid or having difficulties with filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
This report analyzes the extent to which full-time LACCD students (enrolled full year or part of a year) participated in a Federal Pell Grant program in 2007-2008 academic year, in order to address the question of whether the majority of full-time students who qualify for award are reached. Demographic and enrollment data from the student records allows us to evaluate participation in financial aid programs by various student characteristics. Concurrent HS students, part time students, non-resident students (both out of state and foreign) and public service academy students were excluded from the study.
Close to 40,000 credit resident students (26.8% of all credit resident non-concurrent students) were enrolled full-time (attempted 12 or more units) in either Fall 2007 or Spring 2008 term. Of that number, over 16,000 students received Pell Grant award, 40% of the total. The proportion of students receiving Pell Grants was the highest at Southwest (57.4%) and City (52.1%), and the lowest at Pierce (27.2%) and Valley (35.5%). 
Table 1:  Percent of All Full-Time Resident Students Receiving Financial Aid

2007-2008 Academic Year

	 
	City
	East
	Harbor
	Mission
	Pierce
	South-west
	Trade-Tech
	Valley
	West
	All Colleges

	Total Unduplicated Full-Time  Students
	 

	N
	6,171
	7,183
	3,274
	2,619
	6,656
	1,857
	4,304
	5,301
	2,616
	39,981

	Receiving Financial Aid
	 

	N
	4,600
	5,367
	1,605
	1,631
	2,911
	1,601
	3,352
	3,149
	1,696
	25,912

	%
	74.5%
	74.7%
	49.0%
	62.3%
	43.7%
	86.2%
	77.9%
	59.4%
	64.8%
	64.8%

	BOGW only
	1,334
	2,349
	351
	485
	1,039
	412
	1,555
	1,223
	605
	9,353

	%
	21.6%
	32.7%
	10.7%
	18.5%
	15.6%
	22.2%
	36.1%
	23.1%
	23.1%
	23.4%

	BOGW + Pell
	3,214
	2,965
	1,238
	1,066
	1,808
	1,066
	1,732
	1,882
	1,074
	16,045

	%
	52.1%
	41.3%
	37.8%
	40.7%
	27.2%
	57.4%
	40.2%
	35.5%
	41.1%
	40.1%

	BOGW + Other
	52
	53
	16
	80
	64
	123
	65
	44
	17
	514

	%
	0.8%
	0.7%
	0.5%
	3.1%
	1.0%
	6.6%
	1.5%
	0.8%
	0.6%
	1.3%


Among the low-income students, the percentage of full-time students receiving Pell Grants at the district colleges was 57.1%, according to the 2007 LACCD Student Survey data.

Percentages of students receiving Pell Grant awards were compared by student entering status. Although sizeable differences in percentages existed in a number of colleges (City, Mission and Trade-Tech), district-wide the percent of full-time continuing students receiving Pell Grants was only slightly higher than that of full-time first-time students (44.3% vs 41.3%). Percentages of full-time new transfer students and full-time returning students receiving Pell Grants were substantially lower (30.7% and 32.1%) respectively. The differences in percentages of first-time and new transfer students receiving Pell Grant awards were present in all age groups.

Table 2:  Percent of All Full-Time Resident Students Receiving Pell Grant                                         by Entering Status
2007-2008 Academic Year

	 
	City
	East
	Harbor
	Mission
	Pierce
	South-west
	Trade-Tech
	Valley
	West
	Number full-time students
	% receiving Pell Grant,  All Colleges

	First-Time Student
	56.0%
	44.5%
	39.8%
	38.3%
	29.5%
	61.2%
	36.0%
	38.6%
	46.3%
	10,376
	41.3%

	New Transfer Student
	27.4%
	32.4%
	34.9%
	32.2%
	20.3%
	56.9%
	32.3%
	26.3%
	33.9%
	5,340
	30.7%

	Continuing Student
	61.4%
	44.0%
	38.2%
	47.5%
	27.6%
	61.4%
	46.9%
	39.8%
	44.9%
	19,062
	44.3%

	Returning Student
	39.9%
	29.4%
	35.3%
	32.1%
	25.5%
	44.7%
	34.4%
	20.4%
	35.2%
	5,203
	32.1%


With a few exceptions at some colleges, older students (25+) were receiving Pell Grant awards more often than younger students (under 25). Full-time students over 35 had the highest participation in Pell Grant program (59.8%) compared to full-time students of all other age groups. Additional analysis showed that almost 60% of all Pell Grant dollars awarded to full-time students went to students under 25, and roughly 40% went to 25 and older students.
Table 3:  Percent of All Full-Time Resident Students Receiving Pell Grant                        by Age

2007-2008 Academic Year

	 
	City
	East
	Harbor
	Mission
	Pierce
	South-west
	Trade-Tech
	Valley
	West
	Number full-time students
	% receiving Pell Grant, All Colleges
	Average Pell Grant award

	Under 20
	50.6%
	42.5%
	36.0%
	34.9%
	24.8%
	59.3%
	40.2%
	30.0%
	41.7%
	13,919
	36.3%
	$3,636

	20-24
	37.1%
	35.9%
	28.9%
	34.0%
	24.6%
	53.6%
	36.0%
	26.5%
	35.5%
	13,683
	32.9%
	$3,623

	25-34
	48.3%
	46.1%
	53.0%
	49.9%
	39.0%
	55.9%
	42.9%
	39.9%
	44.4%
	   6,595
	45.9%
	$3,602

	35 and Older
	72.1%
	54.9%
	57.3%
	59.4%
	45.1%
	62.3%
	43.4%
	71.4%
	46.7%
	   5,777
	59.8%
	$3,711


The data was further disaggregated by ethnicity. The overall results revealed that Hispanic students had the lowest percent of full-time students receiving Pell Grant awards (36.6%). African-American students had the highest percent of full-time students receiving Pell Grant awards (52.2%). The complete results are presented in Table 4 by college and student ethnicity. The average award amount was comparable for students of all ethnicities.
Table 4:  Percent of All Full-Time Resident Students Receiving Pell Grant                                         by Ethnicity

2007-2008 Academic Year

	 
	City
	East
	Harbor
	Mission
	Pierce
	South-west
	Trade-Tech
	Valley
	West
	Number full-time students
	% receiving Pell Grant, All Colleges
	Average Pell Grant award

	Asian
	41.1%
	49.4%
	26.9%
	40.7%
	30.9%
	31.8%
	34.2%
	32.6%
	24.0%
	5,391
	37.9%
	$3,642

	Black
	58.8%
	46.3%
	55.7%
	48.0%
	36.6%
	58.6%
	51.0%
	39.2%
	50.7%
	6,304
	52.2%
	$3,628

	Hispanic
	38.9%
	39.2%
	40.9%
	40.1%
	29.7%
	53.9%
	35.0%
	26.6%
	37.0%
	17,632
	36.6%
	$3,631

	White
	68.6%
	37.5%
	26.6%
	41.4%
	21.0%
	66.7%
	31.5%
	43.8%
	22.7%
	7,477
	41.2%
	$3,706

	AI/Other NonWhite
	62.6%
	42.9%
	42.6%
	47.1%
	35.1%
	69.0%
	30.6%
	48.4%
	41.4%
	1,243
	44.7%
	$3,600


Data from LACCD Spring 2007 Student Survey indicates that Hispanic students at LACCD are predominantly (68.3%) first generation college students. Also, survey data reveals, Hispanic students have the lowest average self-reported per capita family income, 18% lower than average self-reported per capita family income of all surveyed students. Having limited financial resources and no prior college exposure, many Hispanic households are likely to be unaware of financial aid options available to them, sources of financial aid, and application process required to obtain federal aid package that includes Pell Grant. 
Survey data also indicated that among low income full-time Hispanic students, the percent of students receiving Pell Grant was 48.6%. Another 32.5% were receiving only BOG waivers, while 18.9% were receiving no financial aid at all. Students were identified as low income if their responses to questions about family annual income and size of household placed them at or below 150% poverty level published by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. For comparison, the percent of low income full-time African American students receiving no financial aid at all was 6.5%.
According to the USC Tomás Rivera Policy Institute’s report Caught in the Financial Aid Information Divide (telephone survey of 2,426 of parents and young adults, commissioned by The Sallie Mae Fund in 2003-2004), “more than 30% of Latino young adults and 22% of Latino parents felt they were not receiving financial aid information early enough”. Also, according to the same study, “70% of parents and 69% of young adults who were currently attending college or recently graduated from college said that getting financial aid information in K-12 was very important to their decision to attend college” (Key Findings of this survey are available online at http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/smfnew/pdf/TRPI_Key_Findings.pdf).
To determine which subgroup of full-time Hispanic students is mostly under-reached by federal financial aid, the district student enrollment and financial aid data was further disaggregated by age and ethnicity. Results of this analysis showed that only 32% of Hispanic students in the 20-24 age group received Pell Grant in 2007-2008. Hispanic students under 20 and older students (25 and older) had comparatively larger percentages of Pell Grant recipients as demonstrated in Table 5 below. In all age groups, however, the percentage of Hispanic Pell Grant recipients was considerably lower than the percentage of African-American Pell Grant recipients.
Table 5:  Percent of All Full-Time Resident Students Receiving Pell Grant                                        by Age and Ethnicity

2007-2008 Academic Year


White

	
	All Students

	Under 20
	34.5%
	49.5%
	38.0%
	23.9%
	36.3%

	20-24
	34.8%
	45.7%
	32.0%
	25.2%
	32.9%

	25-34
	39.9%
	57.5%
	39.6%
	50.2%
	45.9%

	35 and Older
	51.6%
	58.7%
	44.7%
	75.9%
	59.8%

	All Students
	37.9%
	52.2%
	36.6%
	41.2%
	40.1%



It must be also noted that according to the LACCD Spring 2007 Survey data, the lowest percent of Pell Grant recipients among Hispanic students was observed in foreign born Hispanic students who comprised one third of all Hispanic full-time low income students in the survey sample. It is possible that some number of these students have not met federal legal residency Pell Grant eligibility requirement.

IMPACT OF FINANCIAL AID ON STUDENT PERSISTENCE.

The effect of financial aid on persistence of entering students was further investigated.

The results showed that Pell Grant award substantially increased Fall to Fall persistence of full-time and even more so Fall to Fall persistence of part-time entering students. Another finding of this analysis is that BOG waiver alone did not improve persistence of neither full-time nor part-time entering students. To the contrary, students receiving BOG waivers alone had slightly lower Fall to Fall persistence rates than students receiving no financial aid at all.
Table 6: Fall to Fall Persistence of First-Time LACCD students
Full-Time Only Students (12 units or more)

	 
	Fall 2005
	Fall 2006
	Fall 2007

	Award Type
	Number of Students
	Fall to Fall Persistence
	Number of Students
	Fall to Fall Persistence
	Number of Students
	Fall to Fall Persistence

	No Financial Aid
	1,501
	70.8%
	1,672
	71.5%
	1,693
	73.0%

	BOG Waiver Only
	751
	67.3%
	759
	68.3%
	697
	70.4%

	BOG Waiver + Pell grant
	777
	75.9%
	825
	77.1%
	747
	78.2%

	Total
	3,029
	72.4%
	3,256
	73.1%
	3,137
	74.8%

	Data include students who completed at least 6 units in the initial Fall term. 
Part-Time Only Students (less than 12 units)

	 
	Fall 2005
	Fall 2006
	Fall 2007

	Award Type
	Number of Students
	Fall to Fall Persistence
	Number of Students
	Fall to Fall Persistence
	Number of Students
	Fall to Fall Persistence

	No Financial Aid
	2,078
	57.3%
	2,134
	57.3%
	2,476
	59.4%

	BOG Waiver Only
	1,195
	60.7%
	1,130
	60.7%
	1,067
	54.1%

	BOG Waiver + Pell grant
	2,601
	71.9%
	2,313
	71.9%
	2,641
	73.6%

	Total
	5,874
	61.9%
	5,577
	61.9%
	6,184
	61.6%


  Data include students who completed at least 6 units in the initial Fall term.

FINANCIAL AID AND INTENSITY OF ENROLLMENT.

Finally, the relationship between financial aid and student’s intensity of enrollment was examined. While the data do not allow us to affirm a casual relationship between receiving financial aid and student full-time status, a strong association between these variables is suggested. Table 7 demonstrates percentages of students enrolled full-time during one of 2007-2008 major terms by type of financial aid they received from the Federal Government and/or colleges. The highest proportion of full-time students (62.1%) was observed in the group of students receiving Pell Grant award. Much smaller percentage (25.2%) was enrolled full-time among students receiving only BOG waiver. Finally, only 16.5% of students receiving no financial aid at all were enrolled full-time at one of the district colleges.
Table 7: Percent Enrolled Full-Time by Type of Financial Aid

	 
	Part-Time
	Full-Time
	Total

	No Financial Aid
	71,299
	14,069
	85,368

	 
	83.5%
	16.5%
	100.0%

	BOGW only
	27,728
	9,353
	37,081

	 
	74.8%
	25.2%
	100.0%

	BOGW + Pell
	9,779
	16,045
	25,824

	 
	37.9%
	62.1%
	100.0%

	Total
	108,806
	39,467
	148,273

	 
	73.4%
	26.6%
	100.0%
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